Weed Management Plan
Miller Woods

2006

Scouting and Identification

The property will be scouted for weed infestations on a quarterly basis by SWCD staff.  The location of invasive species will be recorded so that control measures can be taken at the optimum times of the year.  Control of weeds will be through a combination of methods including cultural, mechanical, and chemical methods.  If chemical controls are used they will follow current label recommendations.   
Scouting was completed during the spring of 2006 and during September of 2006. A map of invasive perennials was completed in cooperation with Barry Schrieber of Flora and Fauna and is included in the wildlife habitat report.

Vegetation Management

All exposed soil will be seeded with grass in a timely manner to reduce weed pressure.  The hay land will be cut annually and problem weeds spot sprayed in the fall and/or spring to keep a pure grass stand.  Mowing will be the primary method for controlling weeds around the homestead area which will also serve the dual purpose of  fire control in this high use area.

Trails will be spot sprayed until poison oak is under control so that these trails can be used by educators.

Pond Strategy

Several pond experts were consulted to determine what can be done to reduce weed pressure.  There are several factors that have lead up to the current weed problem in Otter Pond.  The first is past management of the area around the pond.  In the past there was over wintering of cattle along the creek just up from the pond which deposited nutrients into the pond. These nutrients are contained in the pond weeds which die and are re-circulated annually. 

Step #1 will be to fix the pond level regulator to allow control of the existing pond level.  Currently there is no control of pond water level. 

Step#2 will involve draining the pond in the spring and drying the bottom for the summer months.  The inflow water will be rerouted through the pond base to allow it to dry.  

Step #3 will be to clean the nutrient rich mud from the bottom of the pond out with a track hoe or drag line.   Habitat logs will be installed at that time.  
Step #4 Replant a border of trees to provide future shade of the water surface to keep temperatures lower.

Step #5 Harvest pond weeds mechanically if they continue to be a problem.

